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Presidentts l{otee.
Let's talk about nenbership this nonth. ldernberehip is

a perennial problem for all groups that renain active and
follou their reason for being, Outr rea,son for beir:g is the
Irisl culture and pronotton, primarily. There are other
reasonE also, the ma;in one being fellowship, Add respect,
and even a little of tbat rare conmo&ity called love, to
fe]lowship and you have a soci.ety that no one can harm.

CarI $anclberg teIls of the eleek luxury liner in the
North Atlantic. A woman tourist has been invited to the
brtdge by the Captain to vien the operation of the sh5.p.
As they talk she sees the frightening hulk of an i.ceberg
off the starboard bow. She looks to the ship!.s master and
asks, ilShat woulcl happen lf we rvere to cclllde with that
massive boulder of ice?[ The slr-tprs na"eter replied, rrthe
iceberg wouLd merely continue on its way, Ifadan. rf

lhis ie the stage at which we now stand as a society.
Our nernberohip varies frou year to year, and we shouLd
raake a concerted drive for new nenbers, althor:gh we are
far from being endang:erecl. Ilhat would be a realistic goa.}?
Bwo hundrecl? We oan easily support that number. ftlore
realistic would be for each of us to encourage all
interested parties to becone active through noenbership.
Do you renember names like Klapota, Cipera, lrcVoy, or
Dale? Ad,ah, do ;iou remember then and l{rso Boguta and
Smith? How nany past nembers would be interested Ln re-
turning to the fold? They are certainly welcone" falce
time to read Jim Warrents article in the February ilHort-
iculturisttr. Here is a source of new mernbers, those
reti.red, In this society no one is o1d.

Another 'source of new uenbers is the suburbs. How do
we attract the young mamieds? Out-state membere are
selilom hearcl f.ron. I[hat nethod shou]d we use to keep their
interest alive? Should we offer an affiliation for other
general gardlen groups? St. Pau] is untappecl. Shouldntt at
least one prograxa a year be given in that area? Junior
memberg at one time nr:mbered over twenty. Eow about some-
one to build this segnnent of membership, as l'[rs. Bakke
clitt ten years ago? A nw menber introduced at the last
neeting is returning to gardeuing because his'father wa,s

a gardener. IW wife gardens because of what she was taught
at her grandnotherrs knee. ilIy children ri1l garden. How
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'ICOIIE A,S AN IRISII

Cone one, come a-ll, to the 'ronce a yea,r" festive occagion of our Bwin City
Iris $ocietyl Let your inag:ination go all out, and select an lr:ls nane that ni1l
give you icleas to put to workl

Tbere w"111 be first and second prizes for; the most elaborate; nost authentlc;
noEt hunorous; as well as for persone guessing the nogt correct lrts narnes.

. fhe evening uiil beg:in with our fa,nous pot-luck supper, and end w:ith a color
film, w:ith sonnd, of the hooklyn Botani.c Gardeng. Do not fail to participate in
thls fun fest, or you uill be sorry! See you there - March ?0, L969, 6zSOPMt at the
Suaranty $tate Bank in Robbinsdale.

*{F+F r- A1ice Foss $tenoin

The A.STROI'IAIJTS went LN ORBIT, IIIGH ASOVE the NOBIIIEIIRN SI(Y.
A TORCII BEAfiER of EIEBI'IAL I'LA.}[E of GOODNEFiS to the ffiIGHTSIXE of the M00N CRffiB
at CHRISII#uS fME.
Then cane the ARCfIC FIJRY, sent GIiISIENINC SNCffi fron the SICI AB01IE;

S$ORM UitRNINe.S were arlythirg but SRIOHT FORECA,SIIST

AEIER ALr, 11's a REAL DEIIGHI to have GOLDEN gUlfriIiINE over the COUMRYEIDE.
Now, the SIII{ MIBACL,E vflLf agai4 gC.ve us RIPPLI}E WA[EnSr a WOI{DtrRFUL SKy,
and a WARM WEICOME to SPBING CHARII!.

It is tine for our $ERINS FESTMLT DIINNffiOIA GL,ITTERST with all the
CYHiY JEilEIS, 0IIINESE COBAT and FUL& DRtrl$ in tbe EXIRAVAGANZT\ thet riI]
take place Atr'CER DARIC
Down in tbe GREEItrIPOI of Biverdale, where on6 can see Dmffi[ QITAII and PA3AKEEI,
nED GEIE! and LI0SIE JEWEIS, the PAfiI Otr' G0LD, in the BLACK FORESI theree
SAUCY tr'IffiSIE will blow the PINK IIIISTLE to beg:Ln the trSTIVIfY.
TIJUAIIA BRA,SS are PRESENI rrith their $TIN0tIW.
the $OR0RI[Y eIRL is STEPPIIIC OU[, vrith her BLUE PgtfICOAII under her SUNDAY SI[f.
I,IADAM BIEIERFLY is a SWEEf, ONE in her fE[ APR0N.
[he SWEHIIIEARt, Iv{ISS RUFFTES and SIOUX }vIAIDEN are the TOP FAVORIIB.
INCA CHIUF, the IIEDICINE M[N, tr'IRE CIiIEt' and WIBC[ID061I0R

SIEP ECIRtrARD, as if out of the tWIIIGIIII ZO]trE.

As $KylllAlICH coatirnres by the FRONIIffi MARSHALf,, it is a COITIF0RIING THOUGHI

not to see DARK CIOUDS or trear RUMBtII{0 BHt I{DER, but to see a QUIEI $Kf ,
the DI|WN CAESS and CEIE$tIAL SUNLIGHI.
A FAIRY FABIE, the'land of IIAKE IELI$rE - that 1g all it is, beoauee it is
the Trmln City Iris Society FA.SIIION FLING
*come as an rrigrr' 

- Greta KessenLch

A suggestion from Juliue Wadekanper -
One year the Jaekson, ll(iesiseippi Iris Show provided a special horticultural

section for the variety, tfmf nnfUeU." Clarke Cosgrove of the American kio $oclety
Soard of Directors has etateA that vacietal shows, in Partr are becoming the tEt'S
in the leading lris Society shows in this country. I ttdnk we of the Bn:in City lr{'s
$ociety consider our shotr ine of the leading in the countqr in mar$r resp9"l:..I.
wouJ-d 1i-te to suggest ttrat we take the leadership in another respeet, and that.is
of establistringr-it least on a liulted sca1e, eone varietal entries or catagorLes
in 61p show schedr,rle. For a begiinnlng and a,s an arperiuent, I would like to suggest
the napinet of 5 or I0 varieties to be used as part of the show schedule for this
yearr The-varieties eelected should naturally be those Srown moEt conmoPy. lpt
would not prec).ude necessa,ri.ly their entry in ttre Broper color class, also. fhe
varieties chosen coultt be deterruined by comon consensus at a neeting or by a
specially selected coromtttee. I sqge#t we*take*the leadership in this fieLd as well'

- 
8th DI$.'IAIm MEETING 

-Maple Orove Country CIub, at I[est Salem, Tfisc,, is tbe place for the 8th Dist.
(Minn. Wj-sc,) Iris Meeting" lfhe ilate ie Sat. April 19. fhe cost is $r.50 for luncheon
If you need a ride, or can give a nlde, check with Gus Slndt at the }faroh Meeting.
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EARI,Y SIRINC IRIS CUI.,TIIAE

U G. B. Gable

April first will soon be here. llhat is the date we usually start removS.ng the
haSr and leaves from our i.rises hgre in the lPririn City area. There nay be sone frost
under heaqy covering or in shaded s1nts, but that lriIl soon disappear after.the mulch
has been renoved.

To gather up the residue litter, use a large cornrgated paper box. Cut.two ha,nrl
holee in the Eides to pass a rakg handle thnr so two people caJr shoulder and carry,
or to skid along: on the ground. Large ones, used to ship upholstered chairs, can be
obtained free at furniture stores, or smal]er ones fron supernarkets, used to ship
paper towelE. These large boxes will hold nany bushels of leaves or litter.

llhe nert thing to do as quickly as possible is to trim off all the brorsn and
dead parts of the tris leaves. If ttrere are iri.s borer eggsr chances are they w:ill
be on those brown parts of the leavesr [Iris is a back-breaking job, so here i.s a
suggestion. Make a snall four-Iegged stool not more than ten i-nches high. I\rt lilxz'r
cleats under the legs to keep. then from sinkirrg into the ground. llhe stool can be
moved along the rowg rvhen trimming or weedi.ng and will prevent narry a backache.

Nert comes sprag6ing, cultivating, and fertilizing. The question is, wh:ich to do
first. trf there is no rind, theur spray firstr, using Parzate,(Zineb) for the.fung'icide,
Dill for iris borer, a niticide for red spicler, and one heaping tab]estrnonful of
powdered dry skim nrilk for a:spreader sticker.for each gallon of water. Fi1l a fruit
jar one half futl of water, add the powdered milk, fi:ng'icides and insecticides and
shake vigorously before pouring into the sprayer. Red spider mites coae early. Itve
seen phlox plants early in April not more than one inch high with warped and twisted
leaves da.maged by red spider. Spray those phlox and delphiniqm plants with a good
miticide as earl5r as possible and continr.le spraying at ten day intervals and have
green feaves from the ground upr Cut worms love phlox and especially the wild phlox
or sweet w'illiara' Some folks blaxne rabblts for their losges, Drst the soil with DUI
irnd no more cut wonlsr Don't nake the mistake I ititl, I clusted wtf]n 5& DilI and nearly
burned the plants rpr Better uee \fo Dill rlust.

Fertilizing should be done as early as possible, when the soil ie moist. IJever
apply fertilizer to irises when the soil .is dry, or it w'i1l burn a:rd destroy the fine .

hair rootsr Bone meal is safe as it is low in ni.trogen. Commercial fertilizer, 5-2(*-.
2O, low in nitrogen, but high in pbosphate and potash, can be used if kept at least
four inches frorn the rhizomes. Hoe the irises and loosen the soil up close to the
rhizones, then spread the fertilizer ancl rake or hoe it u:lder.

An ordinary tablespoon sharpened u'ith a file or emery wheel na.kes one of the
haniliest smal} tools an iris grower can use for scraping out.weeds or those pesky
e1m seedlinge up close to iris rh-i.zomes. It beats pulling thern out by hand, and it
can also be used to loogen up the soil close to the rhizones. I carry one around in
my pocket when working in the iris garden, to have it handy when I see weeds that
need be eliuinated.

If you grow Siberian irises and warrt neat clunps or plants, trirn the dead
leaves with grass shearsjas c'Iose to the ground as possible, before the new grow'th
starts 5.n spring. It is too late to trin after new growbh has already started'

.* lt rt

fhe Minnesota Hortieulture Society acts
flowers+ In their library they have only two
Bulletj-ns, How can we help them promote the
for help from 1ts o

as a clearing house and promoter of all
books on lrlsesr ilo slides, no AIS

iris? Ken Fi-sher, president, has asked

+F+t
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The Dvrarf kis Society - lYhat Is It?
By Davld B. Sinclt

The Dwarf Iris Soai.ety of America is an inilependent society not formally af,flI-
iatecl'mith the Anerican lris Society. Its interest is concentrated on dwarf irises, --
called Mlniature Dwarf hises in the AIS classification. Stanilard Dwarf kises are
not considered dwarf irises by either the DI$ or the AIS, and are covered by the
Median lris Society, a section of the AIS.

The DI$ publisheo an a,rurual Portfolio, in L967 nrnning to 75 pages. In the
Portfolio uay be forind arbicles by ctwarf iris experts around the wor1d, the announca-
ment of the Societyts annual- awards, and its annual S3nnposir.m of varieties. A suurary
of AIS Miniature Dmarf kis registrations for the current year is also included.

The awards of the Drisarf kis Soci.ety are:
-the llest Garden Cerbi.ficate, for outstand:ing seedlj-ngs on dispLay in one or more

of the official DIS test gardens;
-the Awarcl of Special Merit, a first level award for na,med varieties, similar to

the HM of the AIS;
-the 31ue Ribbon Award, a second level award, linited to five each year, sinilar

to the Al[ of the AIS or its Caparne, Deballion, I\fiorgan, and other special section
awardsl

-the Walter Welch Medal, first catlett the Durarf lris Soclety Medal, the top award
to one variety each year, sinilar to the DSrkes, Know1ton, Sass, and Cook-Douglas
Ivledals of the AIS.
These awards are given on the basis of ttre votes of DIS juclges, of which there are
about forty around the cor.mtry at present, one of whom is an active twin City Iris
Society nember.

fhe Symposiun, consisting of fifty varieties, is similar to the AIS Popularity
PoIl, but differs in that it attempts to gauge quality as well as popularity. A11
merubers of the Sooiety can vote on the Symposirm, md rcnk 25 varieties in five
groups of descentlir:g quality. The votee are tabulated on a point basis and combined
with a distribution factor that takes poi.nts off the scores of varieties voted on
only a few tines. This weighted score is then tlivicled by the number of votes each
variety received to obtain a per cent ratingo A separate Color Symposium ranks
varieties by quality.within each of about twenty color classificatj-ons. Test gardens
have been naintaj.ned in Redkeyrlnd.; Eluira, N.Y,i Ouaha, Nebri.and Seattle, Slash.
A serieg of official display gardens has also been propoged.

An experlmenta"I progran is naintained, with the purpose of practical investiga-
tion of the genetic characteristics of dwarf irises. Carefully plarured crosses are
made by cooperating members to test theories of inheritance of parbicular colors,
patterns, and other characteristics, and nunerous theories have been either proved
or disproved through this progra,m. A fine collection of J5nm slides is maintained
that is particularity noteworttly for ito pictures of spec5.es. A library of iris
literature has also been gathered by the society, and both the books and the sets
of slides are available on loan.

The Drarf lris Society was founcled in 1950 as the Dwarf Iris Club, growi-ng out
of round robin correspondence among a nunber of clwarf iris enthusiasts headed by
Ilalter Tfelch of lrliddlebury, Indiana. It ca,me of age as a Society ln 1956, and began
its awards program in that $€arr To the a\rerage i.rj-s enthusiast, the most important
reason that the DIS has not becoroe a sectj-on of the AIS is its concern for an adequate
awards system voted on by a speciallzed group of jutlges. It is a problen that affects
other classifications of irises as weII, particularly ae the number of new introduc-
tions of irises other than talI bearded increases

Menbership dues are $2.O0 per year, a,nd may be sent to },[rs. Attda Ayregr' Financial
Secretary, Redkey, Indiana, N171. It is & more than worthwhile investment..., I

+



IRIS CMIURE

By Greta t<"ssen:[ch

The Iris i.e an ancient floryrer. The wprd iris signifies 'rraipbowtt, and has a
long history of floral aulture. Shat other flower grown car,r give you tbe varj.ations
of color founcl in these beautiful bloseoni? Even norg slreet to us, each iris.hag
an intereeting and neaningful nam6, its identity. We should carefirlly n6.rk and
label each planted rhizoner A plant w:i.thout a J.abe1, unless lt can'be tttentified,
has loet nost of lts value. [o be able to call plants by nane nakes them nore
personable and intinate.

Ile have had three feet of snow ov6r the iris field with two layers of lce
sandfl"icheti in between the snow faIls. This tray or nay not be of conternr'but the
lagt tine'we experienced ttuis'condltion, **y"gardenlrs found scorch auring the
s€a.slorL llhe cause of scorch has not yet- beer Aetermtnetl and I wtIl not delve into
that we thinkr but what we know, at tfris tirae. Scorch just seens to appear suddenlyin various plaaee in the garaeni. A1so, we rnay have had beautifirl flowLrs fron the-
ch.mp. For those who do not recogn:lze the q]a1*oms, the central lea,f becomeg broryn
and all rhi.zones attached to the Mother rhi.zone fiiit atso turn brown and ilie back.
The feediqg roots die. The plant can be. pulled up quite easi\r. It is actvisable to
cut Ioose the ybung rhizomes fron the o1d 'rhizone,auring a se-ason, so that if
seorch tioes stiC.ke, you w:ill not lose yotLi entire'clunp. A simple: reuecly for scorch
consists of digging the plant, cut off all the roots, and cut back the leaves.
Expose the rhizones to the sun for 5 weeks or rnor€r ihis apparently kllls the
organisn. Now be kind to this once sick plant ancl rioak it ior twenty-four hours i.n
a fertilizer solutiorr" Dry and replant. It rill ,"u.ir* ;";J grow.bh. you have
saved your plant. If left ln the garden rfittrout attention, the rhizones will have
a stunted grow-th ln the spring and should be removed from the garden.

A few years ago' we lost nost of the irises in this &r€4r The protective
ca,nopy 6f the foliage was about all that covered g plant cluring the cold winter.
As long as we had snow the iris was well protected. I:r open wiiter brought bearry
losses. I[e learned qurgkly that irises should be, covered w:tth a blanket-of hay Lr
leaves as a protectfon against the unpredictable winter.

In late fall the fans are cut back, thereby doing away with all affected
foliage wh:ich may harbor lea^f spot spores anat borer egg". i{ow, to the age oldquestlon of defoliating irises soon after blooming. Ii-is advisable to keep the
leaves g?owlngr as ilature maintains a balance between the roots and foliagL whlch '' '

gives strength and food to'the iris rhizorr€sr Do cut off the bloom stalk ilusfj
uri.th the rhizome imnediately a.fter blooning. 

.

The bits and pieces that are written about culture of irisee are fron actual
e:Qerience in the garilen; planting, roto-tilIing row a,fter row, hoeing, obserrring,- . ,and examining the healthy antl the sick. fhere is nuch to be learned about the
culture and habit of irises. Idost of us clo not have the scientific knowledge, but :

we do have the erperience and the priv:ilege of working with plants, the soifi and
a group of dedicatetl peoplb, interested in the sane flower - the iris. Inste;.d'ofjust planting and waiting foi that plant to bloom, why not observe, experiment,
improve your soil, save your infected rhizomes, nove a plant to a tllfferent area
if it fails to produce, as it nay not like its location. Take notes.

Here is a great challeiige to you."What can you contribute?
IF IT .,f

ttAt the sources upland ridges. woods. Re,j barnso
freshJets, Ponds. Dtrcks.
At the' end; Slimy.flotsam. Girbage. Oi1 scum, A flowing

from.1- "01! l14ap kiver Keeps Rolling Along Toward More
Sid.lfogdy, Novo U , tg6} ]firureapoli= Tribune.

H
a/

..
Forget-me-flots. Cool

deseft, a Styx."
Pollution'r by



A DI$5ERTL8I0N on the relative merits of bonemeal and other ninera.I fertili-zers
and their place in the fertilizing progra,m for the iris garderlrr

Raw bones contsin oonsidvrable fat and protein material along w"ith the calcium
phosphate of bone" When ground the bones are sold as raw bone rneal which is diffioult
to brry today. Raw bone neal conte;ins from 5,1 lo 4.L% total rritrogen (N) and 2V25%
total phosphate (fzS ); the availabillty of this phosphate is qulte low - perhaps b5%.

If the raw bones are first boiled and stea^med to remove fat, and then steaned
under pressure to remove gelatinous proteln naterial to rna}e gelatin and g1ue, the
resulting product is caIled steamed bone neal. About half of the n-itrogen is removed
by the steaming treatment but the total phosphate is increased as re1l, as the'
available phosphate. Steaned bone neal contains frora 1-.61 - 2.5 % total nitrogen (trI)
and from 22-1& total phosphate (PeG). Most stearned bone neal on the market is
guaranteed a* * total nitrogen arfi 7t% available phosphate - or in fertillzer
terms 2-11-0. Note that the tota.l phosphate may be as high as 1&, but the available
phosphate by governneat standards is ll%. In other words 19 of *he 1M total is in
a form not very available to plants.

The steaqing process inproves the physical condition of the bone and it may be
ground finerr It keeps well as a dry powder. Ground raw bone is usually ooarse
antl apt to be somewhat sticky and suelIy.

[he high fat content of the raw bone neal inpairs decompositlon of the organic
fractj.on resr:lting in a slow release of the nitrogen. The stea'ning process rennoves
the fat and while the total ni.trogen is decreased, there is apparently a nore
rapid release of the nitrogen that tloes remain. In acldition the availability
of the phosphate in the steamecl product is irnproved.

The inprovecl physlcal quality is also an advanta,ge to the home gard€o€re
lhe steamed proiluct can be stored wlthout smell anct it spreads more easily.

Bone meal as a fertilizer for farm use has been cliscontlnued long ago for
several r€&soosr It is expensive. It j.s low in analysis. Being low analysis it
costs nore to ship it and there i.s more bandling and more labor.

If a 4O Ib bag of steaeed bone mea-l of analysis 2-11-0 costs $4.45, then
1OO Ib vrould selI ior $11.Ir. If we oonpare the bone meal w"ith annophos (11-48-0)
where the ratio of nitrogen to phosphate is not too diffetrent, we find the bone
meal i.s very expensive indeecl. 10o Ib of 11*48-0 arnmophos would cost about $8.00.
In arnnophos we have 11 plus 48 or 59 u$its of available plant food. In steaneal
bone neal we have 2 plus 11 or 13 unlts of plant food. The a.rnnophos w'ith 59 unlts
costs $8.00/100 lb of ferti.lizer; the bone meal $:lth II units of fertilizer
costs S11.12/1OO Ib. For a similar ferbiliaing effect you woultl have to apply five
tines nore bone meal than you would the a,mmophos.

I have used arrmophos U-48-0 as an example here because the ratios are
relatively the sarr€r But the same economic picture could be hacl if you oonpared
the bone ueal with 2@ superphos or 46y'o Ltehlesuperphosphate.

None of these fertillzers contain p,otashr It is just es likely as not that
potash should be used in fertilizers for iris. [he 11-48-0 or bone meal night be
0K in clay soils high in potash. Ert you uight need a yzC-J.O on a loany soil
or a 5*2G-10 on saridy soi"ls wlrich are low in potash.

Yee, bond meal is old-fashioned and expensive, but it is sa.fe to use and
that is wtqr so man3r home gardeners prefer it. It doesnrt burnc However, chemica-l
fertilizers used d:iscrlnlnately lrronrt burrr either and will clo as good or better
job at a much more reasonable pricer

.--from CANADIAN IRIS SOCIETY NEInISIETTER' #18 rL969
t.

{ As soci ete Prof o llo J. Heeg


